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Honorable Orrin g, Batch

Chairman

Committee on Labor and Buman
Resources

U.8. Senate

Washington, D.€. 20510

Dear Nr. Chairman;

The purpose of this letter 1s ¢to Provide Department of
Bnergy views regarding 8, 1815, cited 48 the "po ygraph
Protection Act of 1985,*

The Act prohibits the use of polygraph tests for
hiring, dtoehargigg or dtociplining employees in the private
sector. The prohibitions in the bill do not apply to
Federal, State or local governments. The bill alge exempts

personnel of contractors of the Department of Defense with
access to classified information, .

The Department of Energy would Pose 8. 1815 unless it
were amended to exempt Department of ReIgy contractor
employees .ngnzed in work related to the national defense or
national secur ty. National Security activities of the
department include the research, development, testing, and
samsfacture of all v.8, huclear weapons; the verification of
international arms control agreements; the eontrol of
sensitive technoloegy transfers, and the dissemination of
classified information, In cooperation with the Department
of Navy, DOE also develops nuclear ship-propulsion systems.
A large percentage of our work relating to national defense
and national security is performed by employees of
contractors to the Department of Ener + Because DOE
contractor employees are not covered by any of the
exemptions in the bill, the would not be subject to any
Polygraph tests under this legislation. Because of the
importance to national defense of the work rformed by DOE
national security contractors, we believe that ¢ would be
mOSt unwise to preclude their use of lygraph tests. To
avoid that result, the following amendment is suggested;

Insert the following new subsection on Page ¢,
between 1ines 22 and 23,

*(3) Exemption for Employees of Department of Energy
Contractors.
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*This Act shal) hot prohibit the adminis

tration
performance of &ny work related to the nation:I in the
seourity, a lie detector test to &n employee of a
oontractor to the Department of Energy. Por Purposes
of this section, econtractoy includes a contractor or
cost reimbursement contractor or any subcontractor,*

Enactment of g, 1818 would not have a g4
gnificant
é:g::;.upon the budgetary requirements of the Department of

The 0ffice of Management and Bya et has ad
:;g:;:?:no::ndggizztofitho :rcuident'g p:ogra;,v:;::ct?:tﬁo
tionegon t c:nnitto:. on of this report for the considera-

S8incerely,

J. Michael Farrell
General Counse)

ceo 100 "ON USHO0S 81 :60

Appro,\;ed For Release 2011/09/15 : CIA-RDP87B00858R000500800046-3

Se-£0-21




